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UP sees 46
more COVID-
19 deaths, 213
additional cases

Lucknow:

With 46 more COVID-19
deaths in Uttar Pradesh, the
death toll in the state rose
to 22,234 while the total
number of cases reached
17,044,476 with 213 fresh cas-
es, a government health bul-
letin waid on Monday.

Of the 46 COVID redated
deaths, Pravagraj veported
15 fatalities followed by 12
in Locknow, ling tothe

_UP-STATE_

| TOP STORY, DewH, Tussoay, 22 June, 2021 |

BJP central leaders hold discussions with Mathura BJP celebrated
RSS office bearers on first day of UP visit

B The two leaders also met UP BJP chief Swatantra B Party sources said that at the RSS office, San-
Dev Singh and state general secretary Sunil Bansal thosh and other party leaders met Sangh office

and discussed various campaigns of the party.

Lucknow:

JP's national gen-

eral secretary (or-

ganisation) BL

Santhosh and Ut
tar Pradesh in-charge Radha
Mohan Singh on Monday
held with RSS of-

statement issued here,

Of the 213 fresh cases, 17
cases each were reported
from Lucknow, Varanasi and
Gautam Buddh Nagar, while
12 cases each were reported
from Meerut and Muzaffar-
nagar.

In the past 24 hours, 478
COVID-19 patients have re-
covered from the disease,
and have been discharged,
taking the total number of
patients recovered so far to
16,78,08g.

Rain,
thundershowers
recorded in
parts of UP

_ Lucknow:
Rainand thundershower oe-
curred at isolated places
over western Uttar Pradesh
and ata few places in eastern
part of the state where light-
ning was also recorded in
the past 24 hours.
Acvording to the MET of-
fice, Varanasi, Bijnor, Tur-
tipar, Salempur, Ramnagar,
Jalalabad, Chhatnag, Am-
roha among others received
rainfall.
Day

temperatures

markedly rose in Varanasi
divigion, appreciably rose
in Kanpur, Lucknow and
Jhans divisions, while it ap-

They said day tempera-
tures were markedly below
normal in Gorakhpur,
Varanasi, Ayodhya, Prava-
graj. Lucknow, Bareilly,
Moradabad and Meerut di-
visions, appreciably below
normal in Jhansi and Agra
divisions and below normal
in Kanpur division,

The maximum tempera-
ture over the state was
recorded at Fatehgarh (39
degrees Celsins) while lowest
minimum temperature was
20.5 degrees Celsius at Naz-
ihabad.

Illegally tree
Etmauddaula police station

Akash Jain

Atree has been cut down in
Etmaunddanla police station
area without ohtaining per-
mission from the forest de-
partment concerned .

The incident of tree felling
has been reported from 5i-
tanagar located in Etmand-
daula police station area of
Agra,

It is believed that owner
of a shop, Gupta Murt Bhan-
dar, cut down the tree with-
out seeking due permission
from the local forest depart-
ment concerned.

Talking about this case
the ranger of the Agra forest
department Devendra Singh
said that the matter is new

fice-bearers here during
which assembly election
preparations and the row
over Ram Temple Jand pur-
chase were discussed, party
sourees said.

Arriving here on a two-
day visit, the two leaders
also met UP BJP chief
Swatantra Dev Singh and
state general secretary Sunil
Bansal and discussed varions
campaigns of the party.

This is their second visit
this month as the party sets
in motion preparations for
the crueial assembly polls
next vear in the shadow of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The two leaders later head-
ed for the office of the
Rashtriva Swayamsevak
Sangh (RS5) in Nimlanagar
locality in the state capital,

Party sources said that at
the R8S office, Santhosh and
other party leaders met
Sangh office bearers, includ-

ing 'Kshetra Pracharak’ Anil,

Thev held diseussions on
the 2022 UP Assembly elec-
tions and the allegations of
cormuption in the purchase
of land in Ayodhya by the
Ram temple truast, the
sourees said.

However, when asked
about the  meeting,

Swatantra Dev Singh said
that it was a courtesy-call,

He said that a meeting is
proposed at the residence of
UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath where discus-
=ions on organisational cam-
paigns will be held.

A UP BJP spokesperson
said that Santhosh will hold

Wooden railings installed on
premises of Fatehpuri Sikri

Rajesh Tomar

Agra :

Woaden railings has been
imstalled on the premises
of the Fatehpuri Sikri me-
morial, The archaeological
department has installed the
railings for the protection
of the monuments and safety
of the tourists.

Apart from this, incidents
of tourists falling and getting
injured during photography
in the monument will also
be prevented after installing
of railing.

Anoop Talab, located in
the Fatehpur Sikn monu-
ment, the palace of the Turk-
ish Sultana and the pillars
of Diwan-i-Khas have been
covered by the Archaeoloz-
ical Survey of India (AST)
with wooden railings all
around. About  Rs 16 lakh
has been spent on railing
and other conservation

cut down in

e

and the forest departiment
is not aware of it. No such
permission has been given,

He told that a team would
T sent there to get infor-
mation about the matter. If
the tres has been cut illegally,
then legal action will be taken
apainst whoever cut the tree.

Lord Dirdhavishnu worshiped

on occasion of Ekadashi festival

Mathura:
On the cccasion of Nirjala
Ekadashi festival, Lord Dird-
lavishnu and Padmalayi Ma-
halakshmi were worshiped.

The festival was celebrated
according to the Vedic rituals
in the ancient She Dirdhav-
ishnu temple of Mathura
Puri Brijmandal.

According to Vedie tradi-
tion on the occasion of
Jeshtha  Shukla  Nigala
Ikadashi, after Mangala Dar-
shan inthe morning, Thakur
Jiwas adorned with beautiful
clothes made of flowers.

After worshiping Thakur
i with Vedic mantras in the

morning, ‘Sahastrarchan’
with fragrant flowers was
performed by Mahant Kan-
tanath Chaturvedi, Sevayat
Balkrishna Chaturvedi, 1L K

works,

Superintending Archae-
ologist Dr, Vasant Kumar
Swarnakar says that the
work of the archaeoclogical
department is  not only
to take care of the pro-
tection of the monuments
but also the safety of the
tourists. For the safety of

the tourists, wooden rail-
ings have been installed
on Anoop Talab and Turk-
ish Sultana's palace in
Fatehpur Sikri. And the
pillar of Diwan-e-Khas has
also been covered with
railings so that it can be
protected from the touch
of tourists.

meetings with parly office
bearers and review COVID-
ig-related campaigns and
other "seva” works. He will
also give his guidance for
upeoming party campaigns
and programmes.

A party office-bearer said
that Santhosh has come for
the "monthly review” of the

Adityanath
asks people
to make yoga
part of
their lives

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-

ter Youi Adityanath on Mon-
day described yoga as an
invaluable gift which keeps
both the body and mind
healthy, and asked people
to make it a part of their
Tives.

Extending greetings on
International Yoga Day, the
chief minister said due to
the efforts of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the United
Nations has given interna-
tional recognition to this
ancient discipline of India
and since then it is being
celebrated all over the
worlel.

O this day, letus all take
a pledge to make voga a
part of our lives, he said.

bearers, including 'Kshetra Pracharak’ Anil.

various ongoing pro-
grammes of the party.
“There are 11 pro-

grammes, and he has come
to see how they are be
implemented by the UP unit
of the BJP," he said.

During their earlier visit
from May 31 to June 2, Rad-
ha Mohan Singh had shot
down speculation of a lead-
ership change in the state
and had defended the Yogi
Adityanath government's
handling of the COVID-1g
sititation,

Opposition parties, which
have been attacking the Yogi
Adityanath government over
the situation during the see-
ond COVID-19 wave, have
in recent days trained guns
at the BJP over allegations
of corruption in the pur-
chase of land in Ayodhya
by the Shri Ram Janmah-
biexnmi Teerth Kshetra Trost,
which has dismissed the
charges as politically moti-
vated.

The BIP leaders have hit
back at the opposition,
claiming it was an attempt
to derail the Ram Temple
construction by levelling
false allegations,

Mathura:
Yoga day was celebrated on
the oecasion of the Tnterna-
tional Yoga Day by the mem-
bers of the local BJP on the
banks of Yamuna here on
Monday,

On this occasion, BIF dis-
trict secretary and member
of the Regional Railway Ad-
visory Committee Kung Bi-
hari Chaturvedi said that
Yogais the philosophy of life
which conneets man with
his soul. It is a five thousand
year old physical, mental and
spiritual system of India.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has recognized yoga
all over the world through
International Yoga Day.

Inwhich local couneillor
Pt. Ramdas Chaturvedi, di-

International Yoga day

)

rector of the District Coop-
erative Bank Ramkishan
Pathak, BJP district secretary
and member of the Regional
Railway Advisory Committee
Kunj Bihari Chaturvedi.
Ramkrishna  Chaturvedi
Ramu, Sunil Chaturvedi,
Deependra  Chaturvedi,
Anurag Chaturvedi, Ashok
Gupta, Harish Agarwal, Yo-
gendra Nath Chaturvedi, Yo-
gacharva Saurabh Saini,
Manish Chaturvedi, Subhash
Saini, Nitin Chaturvedi,
Ghanshyam Haryana, Mridul
Agarwal, LK Chaturvedi,
Narendra Sardar, Laxman
Chaturvedi, Amit Chaturvedi,
Ashish Chaturvedi, secretary
Agarwal, Ravi Yadav and
others also participated,

Tourists facing acute drinking water
crisis on premises of Fatehpur Sikri

Rajesh Tomar

__ Agra: §
Whereas the state govern-
ment is spending eroves of
rupees to promote tourism,
tourists are not getting even
drinking water here at
Fatehpur Sikri,

Thousands of tourists
come from the country and
abroad every day to visit
Fatehpur Siloi Buland Dar-
waza,  However, there are
no foreign guests due to the
closure of the flight, The AS1
department looks after Jod-
habai Palace

the

But there is no water facility
there.

In such a situation, what
will happen if water is not
available anvwhere outside
the monument. So it is nat-
ural to raise guestions on
the arrangements made by
the tourism department.

At present, tourists are
coming every day to visit

facing the biggest problem
of drinking water. Manish
Kumar, who came to visit
Fatehpur Sikri from Delhi
with his family, told that
while travelling inside the
Jodha Bai memorial, the
children felt thirsty. But
there is no water facilitv in
the premises.

A water ‘pyau’ was in-

‘Lakdi Bank’ to ensure dignified

last rites of poor an

TSN/ New Delhi

Apart from arranging oxy-
gen, beds and ventilators,
ensuring the accessibility to
cremations remained a ma-
jor challenge for anthorities
aeross the country during
the second wave of the
COVID. Corpses were left
floating in rivers or buried
along their banks, This is
when Sanjayv Rai “Sherpuria’,
a so-year-old social entre-
prencur came in fray and
established a Lakdi (fire-
wood) Bank to help the poor
and marginalised people to
perform the last rites of their
family members with dig-
nity,
The hank was first started
in April under the aegis of
his orgamisation Youth Rural
Entrepreneurial Foundation,
Sherpuria, with help from
the distriel administration
setup 10 such banks across
10 ghats in UP's Ghazipur
district,

“Every person, irrespec-
tive of their caste, class,
colour or creed, has to be
treated respectfully
death,” Sherpuria says.

“Although the bank aims
to make cremation accessi-
ble to all, as an environ-

Chaturvedi, ilor Pt
Ramdas Chaturvedi Shastri
. Acharya Murlidhar Shastri
and others.

ntally responsible citizen
it is also my duty to keep
the rivers clean and care
about life underwater,” he

V|

left floating in rivers or

Corpses were

buried along their
banks. This is when San-
jay Rai ‘Sherpuria’, a 50-
year-old social
entrepreneur came in
fray and established a
Lakdi (firewood) Bank
to help the poor and
marginalised people to
perform the last rites of
their family members
with dignity

adds,

His team, comprising 46
peopleand more than 5,000
volunteers, provides round-
the-clock as mee to peo-
ple approaching them for
help with eremations.

Citing the reasons why
setting up the bank was nec-
essary, Sherpuria says,
“First, the poor cannot afford
the cost of cremations. See-

ond, families have spent a
lat of money on treatments,
leaving them with very few
resources; and third, the
cost of firewood has been
hiked in many places,”
“We call the village
sarpanch to check the per-
son's financial status, and
it is om their reference that
we provide the wood, free
of cost,” savs a Forbes India
report quoting Sherpuria.

. %

The wood collected inthe
bank either eomes directly
from some generous farmers
to donate wood as well as
through buying with mon-
ctary donations from the
administration. Not only this
but also social organizations
and people who have left-
overs were involved in the
initiative, They now have a
bank of about Goo tonne
wood.

nalized

Meanwhile, considering
more sustainable and cost
eificient measures, Sher-
puria worked on setting up
a machine to make cow
dung-based wood, which he
says have many benefits,

“Tt will prevent us from
cutting more trees, and also
help villagers earn money
in retumn for the cow dung
they provide us with. It will
also prevent them from
abandoning the cows once
they stop producing milk,”
Sherpuria asserts,

“With normal wood, one
needs about 500 kg to 600
kg. A eremation process
with this alternative won't
require more than 120 kg,”
he says, adding that if suc-
cessful, he will submit the
plan to NITI Aayog for cre-
matoria across the country
to adapt this method.

Not just the Lakdi Banks,
Sherpuria has also helped
by providing medicines,
food to people in and
around Ghazipur, He has
also set up a quick Covid-
19 response centre in
Ghazipur to help villagers
to access resources for
treatment. It also has a
team that goes to every vil-
Tage in Ghazipur district to
conduct Covid-19 tests, pro-
vide medicines and raise
AWAreness.

but they are

stalled by the AS inside the
Buland Darwaza complex,
But at present this water fa-
cility has turned into a dust-
bin,

‘When Fatehpur Sikri as-
sistant conservator Kalandar
Vind was asked about this,
he said that this place comes
under the Wagf Board. We
cannot do anything in this,
he added.
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